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Congratulations Rotary on your 
116th birthday on February 23! 
 
In this February edition I want to 
focus on two things, Growing 
Rotary and the more recent 
discussion we had at the last Club 
meeting on the Environment.  It 
was pleasing that we have had our 
Assistant Governor Les and District 
Governor Tim at recent meetings. 
 
Growing Rotary 

Previously called Membership back 
in 2016, the Club had a review and 
decided to plan for change. Some of 
those changes we implemented 
straight away, others have been 
more difficult to achieve and yet 
others are still just ambitions.   
 
Further discussions last year 
resulted in the consideration of the 
creation of an Alternative Meeting 
Group, which Past President Ed 
distilled from the guidance on 
Satellite Clubs or its more flexible  
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cousin the Satellite Group.  These 
approaches have all been designed 
to modernise Rotary, make it more 
attractive particularly to younger 
people as well as encouraging other 
members of the community to help 
on whatever practical projects we 
can devise. 
 
The recent District Newsletter 
suggested that Growing Rotary by 
creating ‘a New Rotary’ (my words) 
wouldn’t or couldn’t be undertaken 
by Clubs, but led by the District.  
That seemed to be contradicted by 
DG Tim in the Zoom discussion who 
was pushing Clubs to lead this work, 
perhaps recognising the inability of 
Districts to do it.  There was feeling 
I detected that District ought to be 
doing more on a number of fronts! 
 
Anyway, that brought the 
discussion round to the two young 
people present to consider what 
they and their friends and 
colleagues would actually want, 
rather than what we thought they 
would want.  Rob and Emily have 
gone away and will report back at a 
future meeting.  Be prepared to be 
challenged.  
                                                        …/… 
 

 

We are now well into 2021 and 

eagerly awaiting the end of 

this bleak wintery lockdown.  

But being positive, the sunlit 

uplands of life after 

vaccination are getting closer,  

Boris is offering a light at the 

end of the tunnel for us all, we 

can look forward to getting 

our lives back to some kind of 

normal and to enjoy a  better 

Club year in 21-22. 

Can I formally express my 
thanks to you all for your 
forbearance this past year and 
extend that to our partners in 
Inner Wheel for their efforts 
over this difficult period, in 
collecting and delivering 
foodstuffs and other 
essentials to the Eastleigh 
Basics Bank.  As one of my 
charities this year, it is great to 
see the collective effort 
helping the vulnerable in our 
community. 
 
I would also like to thank all 
those who organised and 
supported our new 
fundraising project as Father 
Christmas went Zooming 
around Chandler’s Ford.  I 
hope all those who had a visit 
from Santa enjoyed it and I 
am very pleased to say that we 
raised over £470 for the 
Wessex Cancer Trust. 
 

Check out our Club website at: https://www.chandlersfordrotary.org/ 

https://www.chandlersfordrotary.org/


 

 

 

 

  

Dates for Your Diary 

 

March 
1st     Speaker Meeting 
Rotary Mercy Ships by serving 
volunteer Sue Ball  

15th   Speaker Meeting 
Surviving stroke with Aphasia 
by Melanie Derbyshire, Stroke 
Association Ass. Director 

29th     Fun Social Evening 
Invite family and friends to join  
  

April 
4th     Easter Sunday 
10th   District Council 
12th   Speaker Meeting 
26th   Annual General Meeting 
 
May 
7th-9th Valognes Exchange * 

10th    Club Meeting 
Zoom meeting with Valognes 
Club if Exchange is cancelled 

17th    Council Meeting 
24th    Business Meeting 

 
June 
7th      Speaker Meeting 
14th    Shadow Council  
21st    Club Assembly 
25th    District Handover 
26th    District Council 
28th    Fun Golf & Putting 
          Evening* 

 
July 
5th      Presidential Handover 
19th    Speaker Meeting 
 
 
 
* to be confirmed 

 

   

“I personally believe Rotary most 
definitely needs to show by its 

action its concern about 
environmental issues and climate 
change. This may be contentious, 

but if we are passionate about 
making a difference, then let's be 

bold and willing to stand out with 
our community”. 

Tim Mason District Governor                       
    

 The Environment 

How do we deal with the most 
recent policy addition by RI?   
 
DG Tim has challenged Clubs to be 
innovative and, within sensible 
guidelines, to think outside the 
traditional Rotary box. 
 
To test this out we had a 
deliberately contentious debate at 
our last meeting on a subject of 
importance to many people in our 
local community and which divides 
opinion.  The subject was whether 
Rotary, if it wishes to attract new 
young members who are likely to 
be interested in the stance we take 
on the environment, would take a 
view on the proposed runway 
extension at Southampton Airport. 
 
Is this too political a subject for 
Rotary? Would taking any stance 
alienate some part of our support 
in the community?  
 
Should the origins of Rotary, as a 
business networking organisation, 
suggest that promoting business 
and re-building the economy, at a 
time when it has been decimated 
by the pandemic, is too important 
a subject to stand by and do 
nothing? 
 

 

Conversely, was this a stance that 
might put off keen 
environmentalists who might 
conceivably be part of the future of 
Rotary in Chandlers Ford? 
 
Trying hard to put aside my 
personal views, there is clearly a 
difficult path to tread. I was 
pleased that there was a large 
degree of consensus on this 
deliberately contentious debate.  
 
EndPlasticSoup 

The last edition of the Rotary 
magazine was dedicated to 
looking at a variety of projects 
Clubs were putting together to 
tackle environmental issues and 
from that publication the item 
dealing with Plastic Soup seemed 
particularly relevant to matters 
which we could deal with in CF.  
Pauline is hoping to get a speaker 
on the subject at one of our up-
coming meetings.   
 
We will now focus on what we can 
do, although as yet that has to be 
finalised. The plastic soup debate 
to come soon will hopefully 
galvanise our thoughts and maybe 
some answers. 
 
Take care until next time. 

                                   Bob 

 

 

 

    GREEN MATTERS 



  

  

As Rotary seeks to 

define itself to a 

younger audience 

beyond a traditional 

constituency of polio, so 

plastics and 

campaigning for the 

environment is being 

regarded by some as a 

path to millennial 

enlightenment 
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* Fact File * 

PLASTIC 
 

The world produces about 400 million metric tons of 
plastic every year – 45% is for single-use purposes. 
 
Every year, eight million metric tons of plastic enter 
our oceans – one garbage truck per minute, much of 
this waste flows from rivers and other waterways. 
 
By 2030, virtually every seabird species on the planet 
will be eating plastic. 
 
Worldwide, 73% of beach litter is plastic; filters from 
cigarette butts, bottles, bottle caps, food wrappers, 
grocery bags, and polystyrene containers. 
 
Packaging accounts for 40% of total plastic usage.  
Most of it never gets recycled or incinerated. 
 
The Beat the Microbead app is a fast way to learn if 
your cosmetics and personal care products contain 
plastic ingredients.  This app uses state-of-the-art 
text recognition technology.  Just scan the 
ingredients of your products and check them for 
microplastics. 
 
Sources: Plastic Oceans, EndPlasticSoup, National Geographic 

 

 

 

 

 

  LIVING IN THE PLASTIC AGE 



 

 

 

 

 

PEACE & CONFICT RESOLUTION 
 

300 students from the surrounding slums train weekly with the Força Jovem Judo team, 
supported by Rotary Clubs of Rio de Janeiro who have worked hard to form a cohesive 
team. In the process, they’ve shown these young people a life beyond the violence and 
crime they witness daily in the favelas. 
 
Rotary Theme Months align with the UN Development Goals.  Next Rotary Year (2021-2022) there 
will be an Environment goal added and this may change the month theme designations. 

 
 

Judo offers Brazil’s youth an escape from the slums. 

Young people from Rio de Janeiro’s infamous favelas find an outlet  

for their energy -- and a chance at Olympic gold -- through Rotary. 
 

 

 

 

        THE ROTARY THEME FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PAY INTO OUR TRUST FUND WITH AMAZON SMILE  

NDAINTERNATIONACHRISTMAS CRAFT TOILET ROLL CHALLENGE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As advised at our last meeting, we now have an account set up with Amazon that will pay 

our Trust Fund 0.5% of “eligible purchases” made through Amazon Smile. 

 To use this is quite simple, just go to smile.amazon.co.uk rather than to the usual 

Amazon web address, or click on the link below, then nominate Rotary Club of Itchen 

Valley as the charity, and then sign in with your usual Amazon login details. 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/292575-0 

This is a great way for us to raise money now that we cannot now raise them through the 

Sainsburys scheme – thanks to those members who have already used smile to purchase 

from Amazon. 

PLEASE PASS ON TO FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

  

A "Product" is any item sold on AmazonSmile and which is marked "Eligible for 

AmazonSmile donation" (or substantially similar messaging) on the relevant item detail 

page. 

Qualifying Purchases exclude, and you will not be eligible for disbursements in 

connection with any of, the following: 

• recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases and subscription renewals; 

• any Product purchased after termination of this Participation 

Agreement or purchased in connection with a violation of this 

Participation Agreement; or 

• any Product order that is cancelled or returned. 

 

http://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/292575-0


 

 

 

 

 

Next edition coming in March 2021  

A THANK YOU FROM WESSEX CANCER TRUST 

NDAINTERNATIONACHRISTMAS CRAFT TOILET ROLL CHALLENGE 

Bravo to everyone to everyone who contributed to the success of  

‘The Magic of Father Christmas’ 


