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Merrett Matters 
MMattersTe

chTimes 
Thanks to all on Council, but 

particularly Pauline, who 

helped organise another 

splendid Zoom meeting on 

October 5th.   

Our speaker, Leigh Dodds, is 
the new Community Champion 
at Asda, having taken over from 
Debbie Wilson. Leigh, a 
Chandler’s Ford native, used to 
be a taxi driver until Covid took 
away all her and her husband’s 
business. See Gilian’s full 
synopsis in this newsletter. 
 

Have a heart and help a 
heart! Atrial Fibrillation 
(AF) sufferers in North 

Hampshire need your help 
to get treatment here in 

Hampshire 
 
In my opening remarks at the 

meeting I mentioned the 

request we have all received 

from Basingstoke Deane 

Rotary Club who are raising 

funds for Hampshire people 

suffering with abnormal heart 

rhythms. Many AF patients in 

this region travel 60 miles or 

more for treatment. You can 

help them get treatment closer 

to home at this terrible time in 

their lives.  

Click here to support the crowd 

funding campaign and share 

this appeal with friends and 

families. 

 
 
 

                  

 

The traditional Remembrance 

Sunday parade to the War Memorial at 

St. Boniface Church this year is 

cancelled. Eastleigh Borough Council 

will instead put a video on YouTube. 

We will still make a donation to the 

Royal British Legion and lay the Rotary 

Club of Chandlers Ford wreath at the 

War Memorial at Noon on Sunday, 

November 8th 2020, so that we do not 

conflict with any other ceremony. 

  
Sadly we will not be able to hold our 
very popular Meet Father Christmas 
fundraiser event at Asda this year. But 
FC (aka Honorary Member Theo 
Sakkers) has come up with a brilliant 
idea to allow the children to meet and 
have a chat with him safely by a live 10 
mins Zoom call and in return for a small 
donation. 
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We’re testing the technology, figuring 
out the logistics and checking the 
legalities and are confident we can pull 
it off. 
 
Lastly, with the SGM taking place on 
16th November, there has been a 
discussion about a major issue for the 
Club and that is the need for a 
President for next year. With no 
volunteers, Secretary Graham has 
done some research and came up with 
the proposal that we seek sufficient 
numbers of members to become 
President on a three months rotational 
basis. 
 
The meeting agreed the proposal and 
is seeking names in time for a Rota to 
be prepared for the SGM. So please 
think seriously about standing for a 
three month stint and let Secretary 
Graham have your name ASAP. 
Council needs to be confident that this 
can work and seeks your nominations. 
Remember it’s just for three months 
rather than a full year and - as I’m sure 
your thinking – ‘I can’t be any worse 
than the present candidate’! 
 
Best wishes, 

                             

                                b 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/a-healthier-hampshire-in-a-heartbeat
https://www.gofundme.com/f/a-healthier-hampshire-in-a-heartbeat
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Click to book Choose a date 
and time 

Complete 
booking details 

and make online 
payment 

Receive email 
with instructions 
on how to join 

the live session 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Member News 

There’s a new addition to the 
Rotary family on the way! 

We’re excited to hear that little 
Huxley Vanhoucke is going to be 
a big brother as Rob and his wife 
Jen are expecting their second 
baby next Spring.   All best wishes 
and many congratulations from 
their fellow Rotarians.  

Dates for Your Diary 

November 
2nd   Guest Speaker:  
        Rtn. Howard Matthews, 
        ShelterBox Volunteer 

7th    District Council 
8th    Remembrance Parade 
9th    Council Meeting 
16th  SGM,  Business Meeting 
30th  Zoom Bingo Social Evening  

December 
7th   Guest Speaker Evening with 
       friends, partners and guests: 
       Rtn. Mike Storr presents on 
       ‘The Masters of Mirth’ 

       Father Christmas by Zoom * 
       (Dates to be determined) 

21st  Xmas Special Meeting 

January 
4th    Club Meeting 
10th  New Year Lunch * 
18th  Guest Speaker 

February 
1st    Club Meeting 
8th    Council Meeting 
15th  Business Meeting 
 

March 
1st     Club Guest Speaker 
15th   Meeting 
29th   Social or Sports Evening 
 
April 
4th     Easter Sunday 
10th   District Council 
12th   Club Meeting 
26th   Club Meeting 
 
* to be confirmed 
 

 

 

 

COMING SOON – SPECIALS NOT TO BE MISSED 

Want to get together with 
friends and have a great 
social evening of fun and 
laughter playing online 

Bingo over Zoom?  

Save the Date 

Monday 30th November 

More information coming 
soon  

 

‘Masters of Mirth’ 

An EXCELLENT and 

HUMOROUS Zoom 

presentation with stories and 

monologues from the great 

Music Hall acts to present day. 

by 

Rotarian Mike Storr 

Invite family, 

friends and guests 

Monday 7th December 

Mike is from Carlton Nottingham Club 

and has made over 450 presentations 

to different organisations online, 

raising over £26,000 for Asthma UK. 

Credit: zoomsanta.com.au 

This year our children 
and grandchildren could 

be meeting Father 
Christmas by Zoom and 
helping to raise much 

needed funds for a local 
charity    

 
We’re in the final stages of 

planning… this is how it could 
work. 

 



 g 

 

 

                                 Business Partner Focus       

 

 
Leigh has been involved in volunteering and fundraising for many years, in 
particular for the Girl Guides and Help for Heroes (Leigh’s two sons are in the 
armed services). Amongst other fundraising activities, Leigh has abseiled down 
the Spinnaker Tower, cycled 100 miles from Salisbury to London and participated 
in the Moon Walk for Breast Cancer Care. 
 
Initially working on the check-out at Asda, Leigh moved to picking orders for 
online customers. Then in July 2020 she moved departments after answering a 
call for interest in the post of Community Champion as she felt that her past 
experience meant she was ideally suited to this role. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Asda’s charitable, corporate 
Foundation provides help and 
support for the local 
community in a variety of 
ways.  
 
Leigh’s first donation was to 
the Eastleigh Youth and 
Community Club who used 
their premises to prepare 150 
much needed meals a week.  
 
The Foundation wants to look 
at the needs of older people in 
nursing and old people’s 
homes, Fleming House in 
Eastleigh has benefitted from 
their donations.  
 
Leigh organised the provision 
of treats for 100 Young Carers 
via One Community in the 
form of cake making kits for 8-
16 year olds and books and 
chocolate for 16-18 year olds. 
 
For 24 years Asda has been 
supporting Breast Cancer 
Care through the Tickled Pink 
and Cop a Feel campaigns.  
 
When there was a big fire at 
Stoneham Asda provided a 
breakfast hamper for the 
firemen attending the fire.  
 

 
 

A woman of action 
by Rtn. Gilian Gardiner 

 

Meet Leigh Dodds, the 

newly appointed 

Community Champion for 

Asda in Eastleigh 

Providing luxury hampers for the 
Accord Golf raffle in September. 

 

Leigh also pointed out that Asda provide a caring 

work experience for their staff. They are very 

flexible when staff have caring responsibilities, as 

Leigh discovered when she needed to look after her 

mother who had an accident. Asda encourage staff 

to have fun at work, organising instore events like 

the inclusion and diversity day. Staff participate in 

fun activities, such as Pass the Parcel Mexican 

Wave style, during their lunch break. As a thank you 

for their hard work home delivery drivers were given 

chocolates in their trucks. 

 
 
Leigh showed us that Asda is a family orientated business, their Foundation 
working along similar lines to Rotary in terms of providing help to a wide range 
of beneficiaries in our local community. It is hoped that going forward we can 
continue to liaise with Leigh and work successfully together to benefit the local 
community. 
 

Thank you Leigh for sharing your story with us. 

 



 
 

Did you know? 
Globally, more than 2.5 billion 

children have been protected 

against the disease, reducing 

the number of cases by 99.9% 

from around 1,000 cases per 

day in 125 countries.  

Rotary has committed to raising 

US$50 million each year to 

support global polio eradication 

efforts and thanks to the Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation every 

£1 we raise is matched 2-to-1 so 

is worth £3. 

In August, Rotary and the world 

celebrated a significant 

milestone, as the World Health 

Organization certified the Africa 

region, which includes 47 

countries, free from wild polio. 

This leaves just Pakistan and 

Afghanistan as the two remaining 

polio endemic countries in the 

world. But despite this 

momentous progress, more 

challenging work lies ahead to 

eradicate the disease for good. 

Rotary has directly contributed 

more than US$2.1 billion to 

ending polio since 1985 including 

£3000 contributed by  the Rotary 

Club of Chandlers Ford and 

Itchen Valley over the past 5 

years. 

 

Rotary International  

 

“We’re proud to be marking World Polio Day locally and 

recognising the work of Rotary and our partners and the 

millions of people involved in so many ways in the fight for 

a polio free world. Only together can we end polio, a virus 

that is still potentially just a plane ride away.” 

“We have seen how we need to work together when 

dealing with COVID-19 and we can all play our part. The 

members of Rotary GB&I remain committed to working 

with our communities and our partners to eliminate this 

potentially deadly virus and make Rotary's dream of a 

polio free world a reality.” 

Thousands of Rotary clubs across the world will be taking action on World 

Polio Day to raise awareness, funds and support to end polio. This vaccine 

preventable disease still threatens children in parts of the world today. If 

polio is not eradicated, it is estimated that, within 10 years, as many as 

200,000 children annually all over the world could succumb to polio 

including here in the U.K. 

Many polio related activities will be using the colour purple, which has 

become a symbolic colour in the fight against polio, inspired by the colour 

of the dye painted on the little finger of a child to signify they have received 

a potentially life-saving polio vaccine. 

To finish the job over 2 billion doses of oral polio vaccine still have to be 

administered, to more than 400 million children in over 50 countries, each 

and every year. We have to have zero cases of polio and zero positive 

environmental samples before the world can finally be certified polio free. 

https://www.rotary.org/en/our-causes/ending-polio 

Next edition coming in November 2020  


