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Merrett Matters 
MMattersTe

chTimes 

Our club website is 

undergoing a much 

needed facelift! 

Having a  visually appealing, 

positive and modern image 

online together with a strong 

social media presence on 

Facebook will improve the 

club’s relationship with the 

local community and help to 

attract prospective new 

members, promote the club’s 

activities and tell Rotary’s 

great story effectively. 

Rob Vanhouke and Pauline 

Marocco are working hard to 

get the new site ready to 

reveal and go live some time 

in October. 

                   

 

 

The health stats are again getting 
worse and now the Government has 
had to take us back, not to full 
lockdown but severe restrictions yet 
again.  
 
GB Rotary has already decreed that we 
cannot have any face-to-face meetings 
so that means more Zoom meetings 
and a list of projects and events that is 
getting shorter by the day.  
 
Nevertheless the Programme under 
Pauline’s control is still looking good 
with an interesting mix of  entertaining 
speakers (see the article on Versailles 
in this edition), as well as business.  
 
Unfortunately we have had to forego 
Shoeboxes and Spooks and Sparks 
has also been shelved for this year. 
But planning continues on events for 
Christmas and we will be keeping our 
fingers crossed that at least some 
things can go ahead. 
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It would be nice to raise some funds for 
our charities and the Accord Golf day 
last Sunday at Ampfield provided us 
with that chance.  A very generous gift 
of £350 from Accord’s Chas Milner 
together with the raffle proceeds has 
given us a good sum for charity giving.  
I must also say a big thank you to raffle 
prize providers not least Asda for three 
splendid hampers.  
 
Council have discussed a number of 
these matters and are putting plans 
together for the rest of the year, no 
matter how constraining Covid will 
make it. 
 
I look forward to the discussions on 
what we can do in these circumstances 
and to reading what else is going on in 
Rotary in this latest edition of Merrett 
Matters.   

                                 

                                

 

 

Just when we thought 

things were getting better 

they take a turn for the 

worse again. 
 

OUR NEW WEBSITE 
IS 

 



 

 

The Palace That Was The Envy of Europe 
by  

Cherry Mullins 

Cherry has spent 30 years living and working in France.  Her illustrated 

Zoom talk on 7th September was about Versailles, probably one of the 
most famous - or infamous - chateaux in France.  We were particularly 
excited to have so many guests from Inner Wheel and Friends of Rotary 
join us to listen to Cherry’s fascinating story.  A definite success to be 
repeated! 
 
Louis XIV, obliged in 1660 to marry young, to a “suitable” young lady 
Marie Theresa of Spain (not his real love) rebelled by taking a 
succession of mistresses. Louis, who didn’t much care for life in Paris, 
but enjoyed hunting decided to develop an old hunting lodge at 
Versailles that his father had built. The project, begun in 1661 continued 
until Louis XIV death in 1715.  
 
Click on our Facebook page here to read the full synopsis. 
 

  
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary 

October 
5th    Guest Speaker: 
        Leigh Dodds, Asda  
        Community Champion 

10th  District Conference 
19th  Compliance Meeting 

November 
2nd   Guest Speaker:  
        Rtn. Howard Matthews, 
        ShelterBox Volunteer 

7th    District Council 
8th    Remembrance Parade 
9th    Council Meeting 
16th  SGM,  Business Meeting 
30th  Zoom Bingo Social Evening  

December 
7th   Guest Speaker Evening with 
       friends, partners and guests: 
       Rtn. Mike Storr presents on 
       ‘The Masters of Mirth’ 

11th-13th Asda Father Xmas * 
18th-20th Asda Father Xmas * 
21st  Xmas Special Meeting 

January 
4th    Meeting 
10th  New Year Lunch * 
18th  Guest Speaker 

February 
1st    Meeting 
8th    Council Meeting 
15th  Business Meeting 
 

March 
1st     Guest Speaker 
15th   Meeting 
29th   Social or Sports Evening 
 
* to be confirmed 
 

 

 

 

 

Make sure Saturday 10th 
October is in your diary for 
a District 1110 pick ‘n’ mix 

weekend by Zoom 

https://peoplesfest.co.uk/interxchange/ 

 

Guest Speaker Highlight 

Want to get together with 
friends and have a great 
social evening of fun and 

laughter playing online Bingo 
over Zoom?  

Save the Date 

Monday 30th November 

More information will be sent 
by email soon 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Chandlers-Ford-Rotary-Club-183239815614447
https://peoplesfest.co.uk/interxchange/
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Once again, Chas Milner’s 

annual charity fundraiser golf 

competition, The Accord 

Cup, proved to be an 

outstanding success this 

year, especially being able to 

meet socially outdoors safely 

while restrictions still permit. 

Fifteen teams of four players, 

including two teams from our 

Rotary club and one led by 

ex-Rotarian Mike Edwards, 

enjoyed a great game and 

gorgeous sunny weather at 

the Ampfield Golf Club and 

were treated to freshly made 

bacon baps and BBQ-grilled 

burgers at the end of play. 

The competition was won by  

Team Captain Fraser Beech’s 

‘The Birdie Boys’ who scored 

an excellent 45 points. 

Rotary were in charge of the 

raffle and thanks to Ed’s 

efforts, Gilian and Pauline’s 

persuasive selling skills,  

prizes offered by club 

members and three incredible 

gift hampers kindly donated 

by Asda Eastleigh, ticket 

sales were highly successful.   

Together with Accord’s 

generous contribution, all 

proceeds will be attributed to 

President Bob’s chosen 

charites. 

 

 Thanks Chas for a great golf day! 

A Matter of Sport 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Contact us at ChandlersFordSSG@stroke.org.uk 

The Chandlers Ford Stroke 

Support Group was created 

by the  Rotary Club of 

Chandlers Ford and Itchen 

Valley in 2014 in memory of 

fellow Rotarian and friend, 

Tom Foster. 

It operates under the name 

and charity number of the 

Stroke Association and 

welcomes  people affected 

by stroke from Chandlers 

Ford, Eastleigh and the 

surrounding areas. 

 

 

The Chandlers Ford Stroke 

Support Group was created by 

the  Rotary Club of Chandlers 

Ford and Itchen Valley in 2014 

in memory of fellow Rotarian 

and friend, Tom Foster. 

It operates under the name 

and charity number of the 

Stroke Association and 

welcomes  people affected by 

stroke from Chandlers Ford, 

Eastleigh and the surrounding 

areas. 

Although our group can’t meet 

face to face, our team of 

volunteers are still  providing 

support to stroke survivors and 

carers in many other ways by 

email, phone calls, newsletters 

and quizzes.   

We’re also keeping in touch by 

organising much needed  

conversation workshops, as 

well as continued professional 

speech and language therapy 

via our regular Zoom calls on 

the 2nd and last Thursdays of 

each month.  

We’re delighted to have a new 

volunteer on our team who will 

dedicate a few hours each 

week to help us create our new 

Facebook page, research and 

post interesting content and 

build our network of fans. 

 

 

 

 

                                        Charity Focus 

This is an example of a quiz we run during our Zoom meetings.  It helps 

with memory loss, object identification and visual stimulation. 

Can you identify what these four objects are under the 

microscope? 

 

a) Human skin. 
b) A fortune cookie. 
c) A piece of cardboard. 

 

 

a) A dusty carpet fibre. 
b) A strand of thread. 
c) Used dental floss. 

 

a) Peach “fuzz”. 
b) Blades of grass. 
c) Eyelashes. 

 

 

a) A broken pencil tip. 
b) A split end. 
c) The tip of a toothpick. 

 

mailto:ChandlersFordSSG@stroke.org.uk
http://www.chandlersford.rotary1110.org/
http://www.chandlersford.rotary1110.org/
http://www.chandlersford.rotary1110.org/
http://www.chandlersford.rotary1110.org/
http://www.chandlersford.rotary1110.org/


 
 

The desire to 

volunteer remains 

strong. 

GB&I President Tom Griffin 

faces the epic task of 

resurrecting Rotary in the 

midst of the COVID-19 global 

pandemic.  And although he 

admits he has mixed feelings, 

he also believes that now is a 

time of opportunity.  

  

“The big thing about joining 

Rotary is that you can be part 

of a local community 

organisation doing good in 

your own locality, but at the 

same time be part of a 

worldwide organisation which 

does good overseas and 

makes a difference in the 

second and third world.” 

“Right now, amid the 

uncertainty, there is an 

opportunity for clubs to 

change,” he said. “Not every 

club needs to change, not 

every club wants to change, 

but loads of clubs will be 

happy with new ways of 

working.” 

“Honestly? I don’t know which 

way we will end up – but how 

we come out of the current 

situation will be up to us.”  

Rotary International  

Some, sadly, have not met at all, and one fears for their future.  On the 

Rotary GB&I Membership Ideas’ forum on Facebook, members were 

asked for their thoughts on life after COVID-19 and what they believed the 

future held for their clubs.  Here are a few of their answers.  What do YOU 

think? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

There is an opportunity to open up our Zoom meetings to a wider audience. 

However, many of us feel concerned at the potential loss of control by doing 

so. What would current members think? Are we missing a once in a lifetime 

opportunity to grow membership? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

One of my concerns with the suggestion that there has never been a better 

opportunity for Rotary to tap into the army of volunteers currently supporting 

their communities, is that whilst we might recruit new members, retaining 

them could be an issue. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Whether we like it or not our Rotary clubs had to become more relevant. 

Growing Rotary will be about that relevance to the next generation. COVID-

19 will be the catalyst to change. The meal at most Rotary meetings is the 

least important thing in the new Rotary. Communication is now everything 

and we have the world open to us. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

For many years the younger members of our traditional clubs have been 

slowly converting the membership to the concepts of modernisation. 

Dropping grace in favour of “a thought of the day”, relaxed dress code etc. 

The revolution to virtual meetings during lockdown has been a breath of 

fresh air to these forward thinkers and a clear example of how Rotary could 

be in the future. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

We have a golden opportunity to decide what we want the future to look 

like. The ‘new normal’ is whatever we choose it to be. So, start planning 

now and, as the situation eases, we can hit the ground running! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Quiz answers : b) Fortune Cookie, c) Dental Floss, c) Eyelashes, b) Split End 

What is the new 

‘normal’ for Rotary? 

Since March, clubs have been forced 

to abandon their face-to-face meetings 

in favour of meeting online.   

  

 

Next edition coming in October 2020  


